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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR CALCULATING
PREDICTIONS ON A FLIGHT PLAN OF AN
AIRCRAFT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a method and to a device
for calculating predictions on a flight plan of an aircraft.

BACKGROUND

It is known that current avionic architectures generally
comprise, in a conventional manner, a flight management
system (FMS) which offers the crew the possibility of defin-
ing before the flight the route to be followed in order to take
the passengers to their destination, and of maintaining or
changing this route during the flight.

Generally, this flight management system also has the
function of calculating, on the basis of the route defined in this
manner by the crew, a trajectory (in particular a so-called
“5D” trajectory which takes into account the following
parameters: altitude, speed, quantity of fuel, time and wind
encountered), on which the guiding system of the aircraft will
have to base the position of the aircraft.

This calculation of the trajectory is carried out in an itera-
tive manner since the lateral and vertical portions are strongly
linked and several calculation loops are required before con-
verging towards a precise solution.

Two examples of these interactions between the lateral and
vertical portions of the trajectory are given below by way of
illustration:

firstly, in order to determine the turning radii at each tran-

sition between two segments of the flight plan, the sys-
tem has to know the speed at which the aircraft will fly
the transition and vice versa. Furthermore, in order to
calculate all the predictions along the trajectory and
therefore in particular the speed profile, the system
needs to know precisely the total length of the trajectory
(including the turning radii of the transitions). Several
iterations with increasingly fine hypotheses are there-
fore required in order to calculate the transitions, then
the total length of the trajectory and to loop regarding the
evaluation of the speed profile until the desired level of
precision is reached;

secondly, the flight plan may include some types of seg-

ments (or legs) which are referred to as “floating”, such
as, for example, legs which terminate at a given altitude
and not at a fixed point, for which the geometry of the
lateral trajectory is dependent on the performance of the
aircraft. The lateral trajectory, and with it the length of
the trajectory, change in accordance with the point at
which the aircraft reaches the altitude of the leg. In this
example, several successive calculations are required in
order to refine the results and to converge towards the
final trajectory.

These two examples show that the calculations and in
particular the calculations of performance levels imple-
mented in a flight management system are increasingly
important and make use of various and numerous calculation
means (or integrators) which are combined.

As a result of an increasing number of functions and an
increased demand in terms of calculations, in particular in
terms of performance calculations, which are dependent on
each other, the flight management system (which comprises
in particular means for defining a lateral trajectory and means
for calculating predictions along this lateral trajectory, imple-
menting performance functions) becomes increasingly com-

10

20

30

40

45

55

60

2

plex with in particular disadvantages in terms of change and
redundancy of development with other systems.

SUMMARY

An object of the present invention is to simplify the archi-
tecture relating to the functions currently implemented in a
flight management system, in particular relating to the calcu-
lations of predictions. It relates to a device for calculating
predictions concerning a flight plan of an aircraft which
allows the above-mentioned disadvantages relating to the
conventional architecture to be overcome.

To this end, according to the invention, the device for
calculating predictions on a flight plan of an aircraft, the
device comprising:

a flight management system which comprises at least

means for defining a lateral trajectory; and

means for calculating predictions along this lateral trajec-

tory, implementing performance functions,
is remarkable in that it further comprises:

first means which are part of the flight management system

in order to generate consolidated requests, via which the
specific results of performance functions required for
the flight management system are requested, which
requests are communicated to a performance function
server; and

the performance function server which is external with

respect to the flight management system, is connected to
the flight management system via a data transmission
connection and comprises means which are capable of
processing the requests using the prediction calculation
means and transmitting the results to the flight manage-
ment system.

In this manner, the architecture in accordance with the
present invention of the prediction calculation device, as
mentioned above, allows the performance calculations to be
transferred to a system external with respect to the flight
management system (that is to say, the performance function
server), whilst making the results available to the flight man-
agement system, which allows it to be simplified.

To this end, the processing operations corresponding to the
function for defining the lateral portion of the trajectory
(which remain in the flight management system) are sepa-
rated from those corresponding to the calculation of the pre-
dictions along this trajectory (which are allocated to the per-
formance function server), and an exchange protocol is
defined in the form of requests between these two systems for
the calculation of predictions on the flight plan.

More precisely, in the context of the present invention,
there are defined requests which are referred to as consoli-
dated and which correspond to requests which ask for the
implementation, in a coherent and structured manner, of a
plurality of calculations in order to limit the number of
exchanges between the two systems, as set out below. This
limitation is intended to minimise the negative impact of the
externalisation of the prediction calculations of the flight
management system on the response time owing to the fact
that these exchanges will be carried out via data transmission
connections which preferably form part of a communication
network of the aircraft, and not between different modules of
the same processor.

In the context of the present invention:

the term performance functions is intended to be under-

stood to be a group of performance calculations and
reading performance data whose results provide a direct
service to the flight management system of the aircraft.
The information generated by these performance func-
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tions are called “performance function results” and rep-
resent the results of performance calculations and/or the
direct recovery of information read from performance
data;

the term performance data is intended to be understood to

be data tables which represent parameters of the aircraft
(aerodynamics, engines, etc.) which are used for a cal-
culation of the mechanics of the flight, referred to as
performance; and

the term performance calculation is intended to be under-

stood to be a calculation of the mechanics of the flight
illustrating the behaviour of the aircraft and using per-
formance data.

Furthermore, the performance function server advanta-
geously comprises, in addition to the calculation means, at
least one performance database and a request management
unit. Furthermore, the performance function server is prefer-
ably a centralised performance calculation processor (which
is intended, in addition to the flight management system, for
other systems of the aircraft).

Furthermore, advantageously:

the performance function server comprises means which

are capable of storing intermediate results and transmit-
ting them to the flight management system at the same
time as other results when a guide-mode change point is
reached; and/or

the first means are configured to form requests which

include a selection tree, through which the performance
function server navigates in order to identify different
integration means to be used.

Furthermore, the device advantageously comprises means
for selecting guiding orders (and thus for selecting integration
means to be used) which are part of the flight management
system or the performance function server.

The present invention also relates to a method for calculat-
ing predictions on a flight plan of an aircraft, the method
comprising:

a step of defining a lateral trajectory which is implemented

in a flight management system; and

astep of calculating predictions along this lateral trajectory

implementing performance functions.

According to the invention, this method further comprises
a step of generating consolidated requests, via which the
specific results of performance functions required for the
flight management system are requested, which requests are
communicated to a performance function server which is
external with respect to the flight management system, and
the step of calculating predictions is implemented in the per-
formance function server which is connected to the flight
management system via a data transmission connection, and
which transmits the results of the performance functions to
the flight management system.

Advantageously:

the performance function server stores intermediate results

and transmits them to the flight management system at
the same time as other results when a guide-mode
change point is reached; and/or

the requests comprise a selection tree, through which the

performance function server navigates in order to iden-
tify different integration means to be used.

The present invention thus provides a solution for exter-
nalising the prediction calculations of the flight management
system in a performance function server, and for optimising
the exchanges between this flight management system and
the server.

The present invention further relates to an aircraft, in par-
ticular a transport plane, which is provided with a device for
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calculating predictions on a flight path, such as the one men-
tioned above. Advantageously, the aircraft comprises a data
transmission network via which the performance function
server is connected at least to the flight management system,
and optionally to other systems of the aircraft which are
capable of using in particular the performance function
results thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The Figures of the appended drawings will provide a good
understanding of how the invention can be implemented. In
these Figures, elements which are similar are given identical
reference numerals.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of two different embodi-
ments of a prediction calculation device, which allows the
invention to be illustrated; and

FIG. 3 is a side view of an aircraft according to some
embodiments of the subject matter described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The device 1 which illustrates the invention and which is
illustrated schematically according to two slightly different
embodiments 1A and 1B in FIGS. 1 and 2 is a device for
calculating predictions on a flight plan of an aircraft A as
illustrated in FIG. 3, in particular of an aeroplane and in
particular a transport plane.

In a conventional manner, the device 1 which is on-board
comprises a flight management system 2 which comprises, in
particular, a conventional data processing unit 3 which has the
function of defining a lateral trajectory from a list of way-
points.

The flight management system 2 further comprises:

an assembly 11 of conventional modules of the system 2;

and

a prediction management unit 4 which is connected via

connections 5 and 6 to the data processing unit 3 and to
the assembly 11 of modules, respectively.

The device 1 also comprises means 7 for calculating pre-
dictions along the lateral trajectory, which implement perfor-
mance functions.

According to the invention, the device 1 further comprises
an on-board performance function server 8 which is external
with respect to the flight management system 2, is connected
to the flight management system 2 via a data transmission
connection 9 and comprises the prediction calculation means
7 which are capable of processing the requests and transmit-
ting the results to the flight management system 2. The per-
formance function server 8 accommodates at least a portion
and preferably all of the performance functions relating to the
predictions concerning a flight plan.

Preferably, the data transmission connection 9 is part of a
conventional data transmission network 10 of the aircraft, in
particular of the AFDX or Ethernet type, as illustrated by
enlarged arrows in FIGS. 1 and 2.

Furthermore, according to the invention, the unit 4 gener-
ates consolidated requests, via which the specific perfor-
mance function results are requested which are necessary for
the flight management system 2, which requests are commu-
nicated to the performance function server 8 via the connec-
tion 9.

The performance function server 8 comprises:

atleast one conventional performance database 12 which is

an entity of the static memory type. This performance
database 12 stores a large number of conventional per-
formance data tables, that is to say, data tables which
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represent parameters of the aircraft (aerodynamics,
engine, etc.) which are used for conventional calcula-
tions of the mechanics of the flight, referred to as per-
formance calculations;

performance calculation means 13A to 13N (N being a

whole number greater than or equal to 2), in particular
integration means (or integrators) which carry out all the
performance calculations, that is to say, mechanical cal-
culations of the flight illustrating the behaviour of the
aircraft and using the performance database 12 to which
the conventional means 13A to 13N are connected via
connections 14A to 14N, respectively. The performance
calculation means 13 A to 13N preferably contain all the
performance calculation functions which are capable of
being used on the aircraft for the calculation of predic-
tions on the flight plan; and

arequest control (or management) unit 15A, 15B which is

connected to the connection 9 and which is connected
directly or indirectly to the means 13A to 13N.

The control unit 15A, 15B is responsible for receiving
requests from the flight management system 2 and transmit-
ting to it the information requested which has been provided
by the performance calculation means 13A to 13N, using the
database(s) 12 of the performance function server 8.

Furthermore, the performance function server 8 also com-
prises conventional means 22, that is to say, a dynamic
memory entity, which are, for example, integrated in the
control unit 15A, 15B in order to store the performance cal-
culation results that the means 13 A to 13N have produced.

In this manner, the architecture in accordance with the
present invention of the prediction calculation device 1 allows
the performance calculations to be transferred to the perfor-
mance function server 8 which is external with respect to the
flight management system 2, whilst making the results avail-
able to the flight management system 2.

To this end, the processing operations which correspond to
the function of defining the lateral portion of the trajectory
implemented by the unit 3 (of the flight management system
2) are separated from those corresponding to the calculation
of'the predictions along this trajectory (which are allocated to
the performance function server 8) and an exchange protocol
in the form of requests is provided between these two systems
2 and 8 for the calculation of the predictions on the flight plan.

To this end, the unit 4 generates requests which are referred
to as being consolidated and which correspond to requests
which require the implementation, in a coherent and struc-
tured manner, of several calculations (or even several perfor-
mance functions) in order to limit the number of exchanges
between the two systems 2 and 8. This limitation is intended
to minimise the negative impact of the externalisation of the
prediction calculations of the flight management system on
the response time owing to the fact that these exchanges will
be carried out via the data transmission connection 9 and not
between different modules of the same processor.

There is thus carried out an optimisation of the processing
operations which are currently implemented in a conven-
tional flight management system in order to better segregate
the different components and thus to be able to isolate a
portion of these processing operations in a dedicated system
8 which preferably provides a centralised service for perfor-
mance calculation to other systems (not illustrated) of the
aircraft which may require it and which may be connected for
this purpose to the system 8 via the network 10.

In a specific embodiment, the device 1 further comprises:

an assembly 17 of conventional data sources which are

capable of determining the current values of flight
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parameters of the aircraft (speed, altitude, etc.) and pro-
viding them to the system 2 via a connection 18; and

an input device 19, for example a keyboard or any other
means such as a track ball or a trackpad, which allows an
operator, in particular a pilot of the aircraft, to enter data
into the system 2. This can transmit information which it
has available to user means (not illustrated) via a con-
nection 21.
Furthermore, in the specific embodiment 1A of FIG. 1, the
device 1 comprises means 23 for selecting guiding orders
(and thus for selecting corresponding integrators 13A to 13N
to be used), which are part of the unit 4 of the flight manage-
ment system 2.
Furthermore, the unit 4 (for prediction control) comprises
means 24 for creating requests.
In this embodiment 1A, the unit 15A is intended:
to interpret requests received from the system 2 (via the
connection 9);

to transmit the requests to the different integration means
13 A to 13N via connections 25A to 25N, respectively;
and

to transmit to the system 2 the final result received from the

integration means 13A to 13N.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment 1B illustrated in
FIG. 2, the unit 4 comprises means 27 for controlling
requests, and the means for selecting guiding orders (and thus
for selecting corresponding integrators 13A to 13N to be
used) are integrated in a unit 28 of the server 8.

This unit 28 is connected:

on the one hand, via a connection 29, to the unit 15B which

is intended to interpret the requests received from the
system 2 and to transmit the final result to the system 2;
and

on the other hand, via connections 30A to 30N to the

different calculation or integration means 13A to 13N to
which it transmits the requirements corresponding to the
requests.

If an attempt were made to reproduce the current calcula-
tion diagram of the flight management system in a dual-
system architecture where the calculation of the predictions is
carried out in a centralised manner in the aircraft, the division
of'the flight plan into basic legs is such that the number of calls
with respect to the integrators would become prohibitive in
terms of response time and would therefore not enable satis-
factory operational use. In the conventional definition of the
flight management system, a call with respect to the integra-
tors is carried out at each leg terminating with a point on the
flight plan; some changes of the guide mode may also occur
between two points, which leads to a leg being subdivided
into two. There is considered the example of a portion of a
flight plan, with an ascent phase with altitude restrictions to
be complied with and the identification of the point at which
the time marker is passed or at which two different integrators
are required: an integrator of the “ascent at constant speed”
type (SPD/THR mode in ascent) and an integrator of the
“level flight at constant speed” type (ALT/SPD mode). In this
example, it is assumed that the aircraft is at an altitude greater
than 10000 feet and that it has reached the optimum ascent
speed before the first point. In this example, with regard to the
conventional definition, there are as many requests as points
in the flight plan plus two intermediate exchanges between
two points when the restrictions of altitude and passage time
are reached, a complete flight plan further being able to con-
tain up to 250 points.

In a first simplified embodiment of the invention, since the
guide mode (and therefore the type of integrator 13A to 13N
required) does not necessarily change when passing a point
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on the flight plan, it is not necessary to return the state of the
aircraft resulting from the calculation of integration system-
atically at each point on the flight plan if the aircraft remains
in the same mode at one side and the other of the point. In this
case, the server 8 simply stores the calculation results as
intermediate results (for example, in the means 22) and
returns them to the flight management system 2 at the same
time as the other results when the integrator used reaches a
guide-mode change point (levelling out, for example, etc.).

For the example mentioned above, the advantage obtained
(by this first simplified implementation) with respect to the
quantity of data exchanged and therefore in terms of a first
approximation the time saved on the exchanges between the
two systems 2 and 8 may be 30%: until the final point on the
ascent or the altitude restriction is reached. If the altitude
restriction is reached first, the unit 15A to 15B returns to the
flight management system 2 the result of the calculations at
the preceding points in the same message and the system
sends it a new request up to the restriction point, changing the
integrator for the level flight phase. When the restriction point
is passed, a new exchange allows the flight management
system 2 to recover the calculation results of the level flight at
the restriction altitude and to resend an ascent calculation
request up to the last point on the ascent. Furthermore, if the
last point is reached before the altitude restriction, any inte-
gration is carried out in a single iteration and the integration
module returns all of the results for the purposes of calcula-
tion.

In a second preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the unit 4 defines the requests in the form of a conditional tree
(or selection tree) which allows the different sequences of
possible guiding orders to be considered for the calculation to
be specified to the unit 15A, 15B in accordance with the
conditions encountered, without the unit having to revert to
the flight management system 2.

In accordance with the actual performance levels of the
aircraft, the complete sequence of the guiding orders which
allow all of the flight plan to be covered is not known in
advance. A speed restriction may, for example, be reached
before an altitude restriction or vice versa, which leads to two
different calculations using either different integration means
13Ato 13N or the same integration means 13A to 13N but in
a different order.

By way of example, for an ascent point which has both a
speed restriction and an altitude restriction, the first portion of
the profile is calculated by using an integrator of the type
“ascent with acceleration”. If the altitude restriction is
reached before the speed restriction, the next integrator to be
used is of the type “level flight with acceleration”, then “level
flight with constant speed” if the speed restriction is in turn
reached before passing the point. In contrast, if the speed
restriction is reached before the altitude restriction, the next
integrator to be used is of the type “ascent with constant
speed”, then “level flight with constant speed” when the
restriction altitude is reached, assuming that it is reached
before the point.

In the first simplified embodiment mentioned above,
exchanges are necessary between the flight management sys-
tem 2 and the performance calculation server 8 each time a
restriction is reached. The system 2 must then designate the
next type of integrator to be used so that the calculation
continues.

By defining requests including a selection tree, through
which the performance function server 8 only has to navigate
in order to identify the different integrators to be used, it is
possible to give greater autonomy to the server 8, which limits
the exchanges whilst preventing an excessive degree of com-
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8

plexity from being added to it (complex logics for selecting
guiding orders in accordance with the definition of the flight
plan remain in the flight control system 2 for the generation of
requests).

In the above-mentioned example, with a restriction of alti-
tude at a route point on the type “AT or BELOW™, at 4000 feet
and taking into account the speed limitation to 250 knots
below 10000 feet, the flight management system 2 can send
only a single request to the server 8 in the form of a complex
logic operation for selecting different types of integrators
associated with different output conditions, from the follow-
ing possibilities:

types of integrator possible during ascent:

accelerated ascent;

ascent at constant speed;

maintaining level flight with acceleration;

maintaining level flight with constant speed;
output conditions which can be envisaged:

reaching a given altitude;

reaching a given speed;

moving into a point on the flight plan.

Regardless of the encoding retained, the request can be
expressed, in a specific embodiment, in accordance with the
following logic, taking into account nine successive route
points referred to as “point 17 to “point 9”.

This logic involves:
from point 1 to point 9, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” with an output condition 1/ on the altitude of
4000 feet, an output condition 2/ when passing the point 8 and
an output condition 3/ on the speed of 250 knots:

if 1/1s complied with, using the integrator “level flight with

acceleration” with an output condition 4/ when passing
the point 8 and an output condition 5/ onthe speed 0250
knots:

if 4/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with

acceleration” with an output condition 10/ on the alti-
tude of 10000 feet, an output condition 11/ on the speed
of 250 knots and an output condition 12/ when passing
the point 9:
if 10/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” up to the point 9 and returning the results
to the flight management system 2;
if 11/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent at
constant speed” with an output condition 13/ on the
altitude of 10000 feet and an output condition 14/ when
passing the point 9:
if 13/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” up to the point 9 and returning the
results to the flight management system 2;
if 14/ is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;
if 12 is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;
if 5/ is complied with, using the integrator “level flight at
constant speed” up to the point 8, then using the integra-
tor “ascent at constant speed” with an output condition
16/ on the altitude of 10000 feet, and an output condition
17/ when passing the point 9:
if 16/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” up to the point 9 and returning the
results to the flight management system 2;
if 17/ is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;
if 2/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” with an output condition 6/ on the speed of
250 knots and an output condition 7/ when passing the
point 9:
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if 6/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent at
constant speed” with an output condition 18/ on the
altitude of 10000 feet and an output condition 19/
when passing the point 9:

if 18/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” up to the point 9 and returning the
results to the flight management system 2;

if 19/ is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;

if 7/ is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;
if 3/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent at con-
stant speed” with an output condition 8/ on the altitude of
4000 feet and an output condition 9/ when passing the
point 8:
if 8/ 1s complied with, using the integrator “level flight at
constant speed” up to the point 8, then using the
integrator “ascent at constant speed” with an output
condition 21/ on the altitude of 10000 feet, and an
output condition 22/ when passing the point 9:

if 21 is complied with, using the integrator “ascent with
acceleration” up to the point 9 and returning the
results to the flight management system 2;

if 22 is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2;

if 9/ is complied with, using the integrator “ascent at
constant speed” with an output condition 23/ on the
altitude at 10000 feet and an output condition 24/
when passing the point 9:

if 23/ is complied with, using the integrator “accelerated
ascent” up to the point 9 and returning the results to
the flight management system 2;

if 24/ is complied with, returning the results to the flight
management system 2.

In this example, a five-level tree allows all the cases to be
covered in a single request. It is sufficient for the server 8 to
run through the selection tree in accordance with the results
obtained. The flight management system 2 must generate the
request in accordance with the definition of the flight plan by
envisaging all the possible configurations whilst, in a conven-
tional architecture, it recovers the results gradually and envis-
ages only the flight configuration corresponding to the case
encountered.

In a specific embodiment, it is also possible to envisage
limiting the number of levels of the tree in order to find the
best compromise between the number of requests exchanged
and the complexity of the generation of the possible request
for the flight management system 2.

Owing to the invention, there is therefore obtained:

a method for exchange in the form of requests (interface)
between a flight management system 2 and an external
performance function server 8 which is preferably cen-
tralised in the region of the aircraft, in order to optimise
the calculation time and to make it at least equivalent to
that of a conventional flight management system for
which the calculation of the predictions along the flight
plan is carried out internally, without passing via a com-
munication network 10 of the aircratft;

determination of the sequence of the modes according to
which the aircraft must be guided in order to follow the
flight path, this function itself being able to be remote in
the server 8 in a specific embodiment of the invention;
and

generation of requests which are more or less complex (in
accordance with the definition of the flight plan) to the
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external server 8 in order to calculate the predictions
(altitudes, speeds, passage time, quantity of fuel, etc.)
along the flight plan.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for calculating predictions on a flight plan of an
aircraft, the device comprising:

a flight management system which comprises atleasta data

processing unit for defining a lateral trajectory;

a performance function server external with respect to the
flight management system that is connected to the flight
management system via a data transmission connection
that forms part of a communication network of the air-
craft and is configured to improve response time;

a prediction calculation device for calculating predictions
along the lateral trajectory and implementing perfor-
mance functions that comprise a group of performance
calculations and performance data reading, wherein the
prediction calculation device is externalized from the
flight management system in the performance function
server; and

a prediction management unit configured to generate con-
solidated requests through which results of the perfor-
mance functions required for the flight management sys-
tem are requested and communicate the consolidated
requests to the performance function server, the consoli-
dated requests corresponding to requests requiring
implementation of several calculations;

wherein the performance function server comprises a
request control unit for processing the consolidated
requests using the prediction calculation device and
transmitting the results to the flight management system.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the perfor-
mance function server comprises at least one performance
database and a request management unit.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the perfor-
mance function server comprises a memory entity for storing
intermediate results and transmitting them to the flight man-
agement system at a same time as other results when a guide-
mode change point is reached.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the prediction
management unit is configured to form requests which
include a selection tree, through which the performance func-
tion server navigates in order to identify different integrators
to be used.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the perfor-
mance function server is a centralised performance calcula-
tion processor which is intended for a plurality of aircraft
systems.

6. The device according to claim 1, further comprising a
module for selecting guiding orders.

7. The device according to claim 6, wherein the selection
module is part of the flight management system.

8. The device according to claim 6, wherein the selection
module is part of the performance function server.

9. A method for calculating predictions on a flight plan of
an aircraft, the method comprising:

defining a lateral trajectory which is implemented in a
flight management system;

calculating predictions along the lateral trajectory which
implements performance functions comprising a group
of performance calculations and performance data read-
ing;

generating, by a prediction management unit, consolidated
requests through which results of the performance func-
tions required for the flight management system are
requested, the consolidated requests being communi-
cated to a performance function server which is external
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with respect to the flight management system and cor-

responding to requests which require implementation of

several calculations; and

processing the consolidated requests in a request control
unit of the performance function server;

wherein calculating the predictions is implemented in a
prediction calculation device that is externalized from
the flight management system in the performance func-
tion server which is connected to the flight management
system via a data transmission connection that forms
part of a communication network of the aircraft and is
configured to improve response time, and which trans-
mits the results of the performance functions to the flight
management system.

10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
storing, by the performance function server, intermediate
results and transmitting the intermediate results to the flight
management system at a same time as other results when a
guide-mode change point is reached.

11. The method according to claim 9, wherein the requests
comprise a selection tree, through which the performance
function server navigates in order to identify different inte-
grators to be used.

12. An aircraft comprising:

aflight management system which comprises at least a data
processing unit for defining a lateral trajectory;

a performance function server external with respect to the
flight management system that is connected to the flight
management system via a data transmission connection
that forms part of a communication network of the air-
craft and is configured to improve response time;

a prediction calculation device for calculating predictions
along the lateral trajectory and implementing perfor-
mance functions that comprise a group of performance
calculations and performance data reading, wherein the
prediction calculation device is externalized from the
flight management system in the performance function
server; and

a prediction management unit configured to generate con-
solidated requests through which results of the perfor-
mance functions required for the flight management sys-
tem are requested and communicate the consolidated

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

12

requests to the performance function server, the consoli-
dated requests corresponding to requests requiring
implementation of several calculations;
wherein the performance function server comprises a
request control unit for processing the consolidated
requests using the prediction calculation device and
transmitting the results to the flight management system.
13. The aircraft according to claim 12, wherein the perfor-
mance function server is connected at least to the flight man-
agement system via the communication network of the air-
craft.
14. A method for calculating predictions on a flight plan of
an aircraft, the method comprising:
providing a flight management system which comprises at
least a data processing unit for defining a lateral trajec-
tory;
providing a performance function server external with
respect to the flight management system that is con-
nected to the flight management system via a data trans-
mission connection that forms part of a communication
network of the aircraft and is configured to improve
response time;
providing a prediction calculation device for calculating
predictions along the lateral trajectory and implement-
ing performance functions that comprise a group of per-
formance calculations and performance data reading,
wherein the prediction calculation device is externalized
from the flight management system in the performance
function server; and
providing a prediction management unit configured to gen-
erate consolidated requests through which results of the
performance functions required for the flight manage-
ment system are requested and communicate the con-
solidated requests to the performance function server,
the consolidated requests corresponding to requests
requiring implementation of several calculations;
wherein the performance function server comprises a
request control unit for processing the consolidated
requests using the prediction calculation device and
transmitting the results to the flight management system.
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